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From Aviary to Global Conservation Hub

100 758 reviews

Founded in 1972 by German businessman Wolfgang Kiessling,
Loro Parque began as a modest aviary dedicated to parrots. Its
name, meaning 'Parrot Park' in Spanish, reflects these humble
origins where the primary focus was on avian conservation
and display. Over the decades, under Kiessling's direct
ownership and vision, the facility evolved into one of the most
significant zoological institutions in Europe. The park’s
transformation was driven by a commitment to modernizing
animal habitats and expanding its collection beyond birds to
include mammals, reptiles, and marine life.

The turning point for international recognition arrived in
2006, when Loro Parque became one of only two facilities in
Europe to house orcas. This ambitious project involved
complex logistics and partnerships with major aquariums like
SeaWorld, bringing young orcas such as Keto, Tekoa, Kohana,
and Skyla to Tenerife. This move not only elevated the park’s
status but also sparked intense global debate regarding
marine mammal captivity. Despite the controversy, the park
invested heavily in veterinary care and habitat design, aiming
to set new standards for cetacean welfare.

5282 reviews

Beyond its famous marine stars, Loro Parque has established
itself as a critical hub for biodiversity conservation. It plays a
pivotal role in saving species from extinction, most notably the
Spix's macaw, which is nearly extinct in the wild. The park
coordinates several European Endangered Species Programs
(EEP) for primates and other threatened animals. With over
$30 million invested in biodiversity projects and more than
300 conservation initiatives worldwide, the foundation
associated with the park actively supports research and
protection efforts across multiple continents.

Today, covering 13.5 hectares, Loro Parque attracts
approximately one million visitors annually, making it one of
Spain’s most visited zoos. It balances entertainment with
education, offering immersive experiences that highlight
ecological challenges. While facing ethical scrutiny,
particularly regarding orca enclosures, the park continues to
adapt, incorporating feedback and scientific advancements. Its
legacy remains intertwined with Kiessling’s enduring
presence, ensuring that every aspect of the park—from its lush
landscapes to its animal care protocols—reflects a long-term
dedication to both tourism and conservation.
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Stepping through the entrance of Loro Parque feels like entering a tropical sanctuary carved into the volcanic slopes of
Puerto de la Cruz. The air is thick with humidity and the scent of exotic flora, immediately distancing you from the typical
Canary Island dryness. Dense vegetation creates natural corridors between enclosures, allowing animals to roam in
environments that mimic their native habitats. The layout is designed to guide visitors gently uphill, revealing hidden gems
at every turn, from vibrant bird aviaries to serene primate forests.

The atmosphere shifts dynamically throughout the day, balancing educational engagement with moments of awe. As you
approach the marine areas, the energy rises with the anticipation of dolphin and orca presentations. Yet, quieter zones
offer intimate encounters with gorillas, red pandas, and penguins, fostering a sense of connection rather than mere
observation. The park’s architecture blends seamlessly with nature, using glass barriers and reflective pools to create an

illusion of boundless space. Whether watching a playful dolphin leap or observing the majestic stillness of an orca, visitors
leave with a profound appreciation for the complexity of wildlife conservation.




Practical Information

Puerto de la Cruz (North) - Bus: Linea 1 (Loro Parque stop) or
car via TF-520. Official parking available.

Children under 3 years old enter free. Discounts available for
seniors and groups. {promo}.

Photography is allowed throughout the park for personal use.
Avoid using flash near sensitive animals such as Spix's macaws
or primates to avoid stressing them.

Access & Transportation
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: Loro Parque (T) — 2 min a pied
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Open daily from approx. 09:00 to 18:00. Hours vary in winter
and on public holidays. Check the precise schedule before
your visit.

Allow 4 to 6 hours to comfortably explore the park's 13.5
hectares, including lunch breaks and waiting times for animal
presentations.

Ideal for families with children of all ages. The path is stroller-
friendly, but wear comfortable shoes due to slight elevation
changes and distances to cover.

Puerto de la Cruz Central Bus Station (12 min) - Tenerife North Airport (101 min)

Car

Puerto de la Cruz Central Bus Station (7 min) - Tenerife North Airport (81 min)

Bike

Puerto de la Cruz Central Bus Station (7 min) - Tenerife North Airport (109 min)

On foot

Puerto de la Cruz Central Bus Station (14 min)



Ou se trouve Loro Parque ?
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Navigating the Park’s Layout

Start with the aquatic zoo and accessible primate areas. This zone includes the capybara ponds and initial bird aviaries.
It is ideal for young children due to flat terrain and interactive exhibits.

Ascend gently to the dense forest section housing gorillas, chimpanzees, and orangutans. The pathways here are
shaded and winding, offering close-up views of great apes in enriched environments. Don't miss the red panda
enclosure nestled among the trees.

The highest area features the orca and dolphin pools, along with the penguin beach. This is the park’s focal point for
presentations. Arrive early to secure good viewing spots. The open-air amphitheater provides panoramic views of the
Atlantic Ocean.

Wheelchair-accessible paths and equipment rental available upon request.
Dedicated children's areas, strollers accepted, and family restrooms available.

French, English, Spanish
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Must-sees

Unmissable Encounters and Spectacles

Main Cetacean Pool
Orca Presentation

Witness the intelligence and power of orcas in their large, deep pool. The show combines training exercises with natural
behaviors, highlighting the bond between trainers and animals. Observe the synchronized movements and breath displays that
showcase their agility. Ethical debates surround this attraction, making it a thought-provoking experience.

¢ Loro Parque was one of the first parks to successfully breed orcas in captivity, contributing significantly to genetic diversity
studies. Kohana gave birth to Adan in 2010, a milestone in cetacean reproduction.

Rare Bird Zone
Spix's Macaw Aviary

Meet the critically endangered Spix's macaw, known for its striking blue plumage. These birds are central to global conservation
efforts aimed at reintroducing them to the wild. Their quiet demeanor contrasts with louder parrot species, offering a peaceful
moment. Photography opportunities are excellent here due to lower crowd density.

% This species was declared extinct in the wild until captive breeding programs revived hope. Loro Parque houses some of the few
remaining individuals worldwide, playing a crucial role in their survival.

Dolphinarium
Dolphin Show

Enjoy the playful antics of bottlenose dolphins in a dynamic performance. Trainers demonstrate echolocation, jumping, and tail-
slapping behaviors. The water clarity allows for clear views of their sleek bodies. Children are particularly captivated by the
interactive segments where dolphins respond to hand signals.

¢ Dolphins at Loro Parque have been part of rescue operations, including the transfer of injured individuals from other facilities.

Their social structure is carefully managed to mimic wild pods.
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Primate Forest

Gorilla Habitat

Observe western lowland gorillas in a lush, forested environment. The enclosure features climbing structures and feeding
stations that encourage natural foraging behaviors. Watch for family groups interacting, with silverbacks displaying protective
instincts. The proximity allows for detailed observation of facial expressions.

¢ Loro Parque participates in the European Endangered Species Programme for gorillas, coordinating breeding strategies across
z0os to maintain genetic health. Conservation funding directly supports anti-poaching efforts in Africa.

Marine Mammals Area
Penguin Beach

See Humboldt and King penguins waddling along a simulated Antarctic coastline. The cold-water pool is adjacent to a sandy
beach where they sunbathe. Visitors can watch them dive and surf waves created by artificial currents. The icy backdrop
enhances the realism of the habitat.

¢ King penguins are among the largest species after emperor penguins. Their distinctive orange patches on the neck are visible up
close, adding vibrancy to the scene.

Asian Forest Section
Red Panda Enclosure

Spot the adorable red pandas climbing trees and resting on branches. These shy creatures are often seen grooming or eating
bamboo shoots. Their bushy tails and masked faces make them popular with visitors. The enclosure replicates their high-altitude
Himalayan home with rocky outcrops.

% Red pandas are solitary animals, so seeing multiple individuals together is rare. Loro Parque’s pair represents a successful
breeding effort aimed at stabilizing their declining population.

Poema del Mar
Aquarium Tunnel

Walk through a transparent tunnel surrounded by sharks, rays, and tropical fish. The underwater perspective offers a unique
view of marine life swimming overhead. Schools of colorful fish dart around coral reefs, creating a mesmerizing spectacle. This
area complements the main zoo experience with aquatic diversity.

% Thetunnelis part of Poema del Mar, a separate but connected aquarium facility. It showcases ecosystems from the Caribbean
to the Pacific, emphasizing oceanic conservation.

Aviary Amphitheater
Bird Show

Watch trained parrots perform acrobatic feats and color-changing tricks. The show highlights the intelligence and trainability of
various parrot species. Trainers use positive reinforcement techniques, demonstrating humane handling practices. It is a lively
and entertaining segment suitable for all ages.

y Some of the birds used in the show have been rescued fromiillegal trade. Loro Parque rehabilitates them before integrating them
into educational programs.



Essential Tips for Families

Arrive between 9:00 AM and 9:30 AM to catch the first
dolphin presentation without long queues. Morning light is
also best for photographing active animals.

Start with the lower zones for children, then ascend to the
marine area. Check the daily schedule at the entrance to plan
around orca and dolphin shows.

Eat lunch before 12:00 PM or after 2:30 PM to avoid peak
restaurant queues. Alternatively, bring snacks to save time and
money.

Rent the audioguide for deeper insights into conservation
efforts. It is available in English, French, and Spanish,
enhancing the educational value of the visit.
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Purchase tickets online in advance to avoid entry delays. Have
your QR code downloaded offline, as network coverage may
be weak at the gate.

Visit the Spix's macaw aviary early for close-up shots with
fewer crowds. Avoid flash photography near sensitive animals
like primates and birds.

Focus on interactive areas like the aquatic zoo and primate
forest first. Keep strollers handy, as paths are stroller-friendly
but involve slight elevation changes.

Wear cushioned sneakers due to cobblestones and slopes.
Apply sunscreen regularly, even under shade, as the Canarian
sunis intense year-round.

L 4
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FAQ

Should I get the Twin Ticket Loro Parque & Siam Park?

The choice depends on your logistics. If you reside in the south, the journey north is long. The Twin Ticket is cost-effective if you can
dedicate two separate days to each park, thus avoiding a frantic and tiring rush f

What is the difference between the standard ticket and the Diamond Pass?

The standard ticket offers full access to the park. The Diamond Pass adds priority access without queuing and often includes a buffet
lunch. This is useful during peak season to save time and reduce stress related to res

Can | cancel or modify my ticket?

Policy varies by seller. Generally, tickets purchased online allow free cancellation up to 24h or 48h before the visit date. Always check
the specific terms at purchase to ensure your flexibility.

Are there discounts for groups or large families?

Yes, reduced rates exist for children, seniors, and sometimes groups. Check available options when booking. For very large families, it
may be worthwhile to compare the total cost with seasonal special offers.

How long does it take to visit Loro Parque?

Allow 4 to 6 hours for a complete and relaxed visit. This includes walking time between enclosures, breaks for animal presentations and
lunch. Arriving at opening time helps distribute this duration better and avoids the

Anecdotes & curiosities

Loro Parque is one of the few facilities housing the critically Founder Wolfgang Kiessling still owns and manages the park,
endangered Spix's macaw. The park actively participates in ensuring consistent quality and ethical standards. His
breeding programs aimed at reintroducing these birds to the personal investment of over $30 million in biodiversity

wild in Brazil. Conservation success depends on global projects underscores his commitment to conservation.
collaboration, and Loro Parque leads several key initiatives. Direct ownership allows for rapid decision-making and long-

term planning.

Like all dolphinariums, Loro Parque faces criticism regarding Loro Parque coordinates four EEP programs for primates and
orca captivity. However, the park adheres to strict European other species. It publishes over 20 scientific papers annually,
standards and invests in veterinary care. Transparency contributing to global zoological knowledge. Research
reports are published annually to address public concerns output places it among the top conservation-focused zoos in

and demonstrate improvements in animal welfare. Europe.
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Puerto de la Cruz offers charming extensions to your visit. After exploring the zoo, stroll through the historic Parque Garcia
Sanz, a botanical garden featuring giant fountains and shaded walkways perfect for relaxation. For lunch, head to La Casa
del Abuelo, a family-friendly restaurant serving traditional Canarian dishes like papas arrugadas. If time permits, visit the
nearby Museum of Nature and Man to learn about Guanche culture. Finally, unwind at Las Teresitas Beach, unique for its
blond African sand mixed with volcanic pebbles, providing a striking contrast to the park’s lush greenery.
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